
COMPANION
ANIMALS 

NEW ZEALAND 
TOWARDS A GOOD L IFE
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 
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VIRTUAL PROGRAMME
Day  1 :  28th  October ,  2021

Welcome 
Chair  of  Companion Animals
New Zealand – Professor Nat
Waran 

9 .30 -  9 .40am

9.40 – 9 .45am Welcome
Hon Damien O’Connor ,  Min is ter
of  Agr icu l ture 

9 .45 – 10 .05am “Liv ing A Good Life ”  
Speaker :  Prof .  Nat Waran,
Eastern Ins t i tute of  Techno logy

Nat wi l l  set  the scene for our
conference wi th her open ing
address “L iv ing a Good Li fe ” ,
lay ing out the pr inc ip les  of  the
‘A Good Li fe ’  ph i losophy .
 

10 .05– 10 .25am “Pract ica l  Use of the 5 Domains
for Assess ing Pos i t ive Welfare”  
Present ing how 5 domains can
and has been pract i ca l ly used to
assess pos i t ive wel fare in
companion an imals .  

Speaker :  Assoc Prof  Ngaio
Beauso le i l ,  Massey Univers i ty



10 .25 – 10 .45am 

10 .45 – 1 1 .00am Break

1 1 .05 – 1 1 .25am

11 .25 – 1 1 .55am "A Good Life for Al l  Horses"  
Horses p lay many ro les  in
soc ie ty ,  each with the i r  own
wel fare cha l lenges .  B idda wi l l
out l ine key s teps towards how
we can he lp a l l  horses have A
Good Li fe .  

Speaker :  Dr B idda Jones ,  Chief
Sc ience & Strategy Off icer
RSPCA Austra l ia

“Express ion of Pos i t ive Emot ion
in Companion Animals ”  
How pos i t ive emot ions are
expressed in companion an imals ,
pract i ca l  appl i cat ions of
assess ing pos i t ive wel fare 

Speaker :  Dr .  Susan Haze l ,
Un ivers i ty of  Adela ide 

“A Good Life in the Shel ter ”  
What does A Good Li fe look
l ike for  an imals  in the she l ter
env i ronment ,  what are the
barr iers  and how can i t  be
ach ieved? 

Speaker :  Dr Jess i ca Walker ,
SPCA

11 .00 – 1 1 .05am Ass is i  Awards



1 1 :55 – 12 . 15pm “Let ’ s  Talk About Cats ”  
How cat conta inment and
l i cenc ing of  cat  breeders can
lead to A Good Li fe for  NZ
Cats 

Speaker :  Dr Arnja Dale ,  SPCA 

12 . 15 – 12 .20pm Day 1  Wrap Up
Prof .  Nat Waran  

9.30 -  9 .35am 

VIRTUAL PROGRAMME
Day  2 :  29th  October

Welcome Back
Prof .  Nat Waran

9.35 -  9 .55am “ "Euthanas ia :  Towards a Good
Death"
Dec is ion making processes
around when to e lect
euthanas ia ,  how to ensure both
human and an imal  wel lbe ing in
th i s  process 
Speaker :  Dr Heather Bacon,
Univers i ty of  Centra l  Lancash i re

ezyVet  Qu iz
Open to  a l l !

12 .30pm

The  L i fe  Stages  Sess ion  by  



9.55 -  10 . 15am 

“CANZ Accredi tat ion”  
 A br ief  in t roduct ion to CANZ
Accred i tat ion and why i t  was
created 

Speaker :  Dr L indsay Skyner ,  To i
Ohomai 

10 . 15 -  10 .35am

10.35 -  10 .45am

“A Wel l -Tra ined Dog i s  a
Happy Dog”
Why a wel l - t ra ined an imal  i s  a
happy an imal ,  and the inf luence
of t ra iners  on an imal  happiness .  

Speaker :  PhD Candidate Er in
Jones ,  Univers i ty of  Canterbury 

“Us ing sc ience to move breeds
towards A Good Life ”  
Content :   An overv iew of
research on breeding and
l i cens ing for improved wel fare ,
how breeding can contr ibute to A
Good Li fe

Speaker :  Rowena Packer ,  Royal
Veter inary Col lege

The  L i fe  Stages  Sess ion  by  

10 .45 -  1 1 .05am Break



The  L i fe  Stages  Sess ion  by  

1 1 .05 -  1 1 .25am 

Panel  Discuss ion + Q&A 

Can companion an imals  in
modern domest i c  s i tuat ions
actua l ly l ive A Good Li fe? 

12 .05 -  12 . 10pm Wrap Up & Close – Nat Waran

Vir tua l  Conference  
made  poss ib le  thanks  to

 
 

www.companionan imals .nz/conference  

“Old Age i s  not a Disease”
How guard ians and
veter inar ians can work together
to ensure A Good Li fe for  sen ior
an imals  and that age i s  not
used as an excuse for
compromised wel fare .  

Speaker :  Dr Nata l ie  L loyd,
Zoet i s  

1 1 .25 -  12 .05pm


